
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

April 2, 2020 
 
 
 

 
The Honorable Sonny Perdue 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
1400 Independence Ave., S.W. 
Washington, DC 20250 
 
 
 
 
Dear Secretary Perdue:  
 
 
We write to urge you to approve Florida’s request to administer the Disaster Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program and to send additional Emergency Food Assistance Program resources to Florida regions 
in need.  
  
South Florida has become an epicenter of the coronavirus outbreak in the United States. At the time of this 
writing, there are 3,764 confirmed cases of COVID-19 in Miami-Dade and Broward counties alone and 7,773 
throughout the state.  
  
Both counties have alarmingly high poverty rates that at 12.6 and 16 percent, respectively, are above the 
national average, and thousands of Floridians will likely be in need of additional food assistance in the coming 
months. 
  
Florida has already experienced a surge in applications for unemployment benefits. More than 74,000 
people filed unemployment claims during the week of March 15 and the actual number of people seeking 
benefits is probably much higher given how overwhelmed the Florida Department of Economic Opportunity 
is due to high call volume and website traffic. Sadly, the number of people needing assistance will increase 
significantly as the virus continues to spread and businesses are forced to close their doors. 
  
Florida also is likely to be disproportionally impacted by this public health crisis because of its sizable 
vulnerable population. People over the age of 65 make up 20 percent of the state’s population and according 
to the CDC, are at heightened risk of severe illness. In addition, 16.5 percent of Floridians under the age of 
65 are uninsured.  
  
For these reasons, we ask that you approve the request submitted by Governor Ron DeSantis on March 22 to 
activate D-SNAP for the state of Florida. In this moment of crisis, the federal government must be a reliable 
resource for states and ensure that every possible policy option is exhausted. 
 
 
 
 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.wpbf.com_article_more-2Dthan-2D5700-2Dcovid-2D19-2Dcases-2Din-2Dflorida-2Dover-2D70-2Ddeaths_31983544&d=DwMGaQ&c=L93KkjKsAC98uTvC4KvQDdTDRzAeWDDRmG6S3YXllH0&r=dCUdrhMnjYUN8dMDepiuZoN6LxBp-PF8t-s-quG2wO4&m=atoaA9BTQOIus56NpsPNn4nOaPJu_mFQBW-vfaQ1iNw&s=2qracpbEdS12sUoh0YeBljaU016Q-_3sGVUw5XaW3sQ&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.census.gov_quickfacts_fact_table_browardcountyflorida-2Cmiamidadecountyflorida_POP060210&d=DwMGaQ&c=L93KkjKsAC98uTvC4KvQDdTDRzAeWDDRmG6S3YXllH0&r=dCUdrhMnjYUN8dMDepiuZoN6LxBp-PF8t-s-quG2wO4&m=atoaA9BTQOIus56NpsPNn4nOaPJu_mFQBW-vfaQ1iNw&s=fQDg0dKA0v1n07Pf0H9jmcbCzNSUC3E2rpHJ1jrl_cE&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.census.gov_quickfacts_fact_table_browardcountyflorida-2Cmiamidadecountyflorida_POP060210&d=DwMGaQ&c=L93KkjKsAC98uTvC4KvQDdTDRzAeWDDRmG6S3YXllH0&r=dCUdrhMnjYUN8dMDepiuZoN6LxBp-PF8t-s-quG2wO4&m=atoaA9BTQOIus56NpsPNn4nOaPJu_mFQBW-vfaQ1iNw&s=fQDg0dKA0v1n07Pf0H9jmcbCzNSUC3E2rpHJ1jrl_cE&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.nbcmiami.com_news_local_surge-2Din-2Dflorida-2Dunemployment-2Dclaims-2Damid-2Dcoronavirus-2Doutbreak_2211183_&d=DwMGaQ&c=L93KkjKsAC98uTvC4KvQDdTDRzAeWDDRmG6S3YXllH0&r=dCUdrhMnjYUN8dMDepiuZoN6LxBp-PF8t-s-quG2wO4&m=atoaA9BTQOIus56NpsPNn4nOaPJu_mFQBW-vfaQ1iNw&s=c_2-w9phGew7o3C8UZdFYp5xoFJUX_uyR8SM_kfQlJo&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.nbcmiami.com_news_local_surge-2Din-2Dflorida-2Dunemployment-2Dclaims-2Damid-2Dcoronavirus-2Doutbreak_2211183_&d=DwMGaQ&c=L93KkjKsAC98uTvC4KvQDdTDRzAeWDDRmG6S3YXllH0&r=dCUdrhMnjYUN8dMDepiuZoN6LxBp-PF8t-s-quG2wO4&m=atoaA9BTQOIus56NpsPNn4nOaPJu_mFQBW-vfaQ1iNw&s=c_2-w9phGew7o3C8UZdFYp5xoFJUX_uyR8SM_kfQlJo&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.census.gov_quickfacts_FL&d=DwMGaQ&c=L93KkjKsAC98uTvC4KvQDdTDRzAeWDDRmG6S3YXllH0&r=dCUdrhMnjYUN8dMDepiuZoN6LxBp-PF8t-s-quG2wO4&m=atoaA9BTQOIus56NpsPNn4nOaPJu_mFQBW-vfaQ1iNw&s=EmAlD_KJ6zwhbXGKh2Af3RWfXByhP4-bX4ryxZpYSxY&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.cdc.gov_coronavirus_2019-2Dncov_need-2Dextra-2Dprecautions_people-2Dat-2Dhigher-2Drisk.html&d=DwMGaQ&c=L93KkjKsAC98uTvC4KvQDdTDRzAeWDDRmG6S3YXllH0&r=dCUdrhMnjYUN8dMDepiuZoN6LxBp-PF8t-s-quG2wO4&m=atoaA9BTQOIus56NpsPNn4nOaPJu_mFQBW-vfaQ1iNw&s=LjiOMMWPLHVS0oO3geJp9qShhukpvxJhJFNr4FwUExE&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.flgov.com_wp-2Dcontent_uploads_2020_03_Governor-2DDeSantis-2DMajor-2DDisaster-2DRequest-2DCOVID19-2D002.pdf&d=DwMGaQ&c=L93KkjKsAC98uTvC4KvQDdTDRzAeWDDRmG6S3YXllH0&r=dCUdrhMnjYUN8dMDepiuZoN6LxBp-PF8t-s-quG2wO4&m=atoaA9BTQOIus56NpsPNn4nOaPJu_mFQBW-vfaQ1iNw&s=ucFvIBQzaPWoKkQPCRoWJqBfAvIyIM3mYgRJiXxpyfA&e=


 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
Thank you for your attention to this important matter. We look forward to working with you to ensure the 
wellbeing of all Floridians. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
 
_____________________ 
Frederica S. Wilson  
Member of Congress 
 
/s/ 
Kathy Castor  
Member of Congress 
 
Charlie Christ  
Member of Congress 
 
Val B. Demings  
Member of Congress 
 
Ted Deutch 
Member of Congress 
 
Mario Diaz-Balart 
Member of Congress 
 
Lois Frankel 
Member of Congress 
 
Alcee L. Hastings 
Member of Congress 
 
Al Lawson, Jr.  
Member of Congress 
 
Debbie Mucarsel-Powell  
Member of Congress 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stephanie Murphy 
Member of Congress  
 
Marco Rubio 
United States Senator  
 
Donna Shalala  
Member of Congress 
 
Darren Soto  
Member of Congress 
 
Debbie Wasserman Schultz  
Member of Congress 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


